


To Whom It May Concern:

I met Richard Blake in the Summer of 2012 when he was cast in open auditions for a production of “The Art of Murder” 
at Pocket Sandwich Theatre in Dallas, where I served as Artistic Director and Resident Set Designer.  From our very first 
meeting, it was apparent to me that Richard was not just another struggling actor. He had experience.  Acting for film, 
television and voiceovers.  Producing, directing and managing productions.  Personal vision, creative ideas and technical 
connections. This guy was a true industry professional and I was thrilled to have him take an interest in my theatre.  I 
say “my” theatre because I was one of two founding partners in the Pocket Sandwich Theatre in 1980.  During my long 
tenure there, and also working at numerous other theatres in the Dallas area, I knew from experience what a find 
Richard Blake was.

I was quick to get Richard involved at the Pocket, offering him a directing position for our long-established and 
financially vital Christmas musical, “Ebenezer Scrooge.” The show was already into its 32nd consecutive year.   Richard 
attacked the project with creative vigor and working within established norms for the show, including the pre-casting of 
the lead character, he brought new life and innovative direction to the production.  He also proved how he could work 
with varied levels of talent and experience in the cast to achieve a uniform performance level.  Richard brought in 
technical and artistic associates new to the theatre who added to the quality of the show. Based on this initial success, 
Richard became the de facto director of “Ebenezer Scrooge” for the next nine years with the exception of one year 
where he was working toward opening his own theatre.  Richard even commuted from Houston one year (a four hour 
plus drive) to direct the show!   

Over the course of this extended association, “Ebenezer Scrooge” improved every year with Richard adding new scenic 
ideas, projections, technical effects, evocative lighting and sound effects.  Also, I personally looked forward to my 
creative association with Richard.  

When the Pandemic shut down the theatre completely for 8 months in 2020, Richard was brought in to advise the 
producing partners and me about the possibilities of doing a pared down, “concert” version of “Ebenezer Scrooge.”  
Richard wisely advised against it, as it would almost certainly not live up to repeat audience expectations.  He instead 
offered the idea of a socially distanced production of the staged radio show, “It’s a Wonderful Life- A Live Radio Play.”  
Again, Richard pulled off an outstanding production under less than ideal circumstances and the production proved to 
be a great financial boon to the theatre in a very difficult time.  

I guess I should mention that I really like Richard and consider him a good friend.  I do not feel this prejudices my 
professional opinion of him.  

In closing, based on my personal and professional experience with Richard Blake, I recommend him highly for any and 
all theatrical endeavors he sets out to do. I firmly believe you will find him to be a tremendous asset to any theatrical 
production in any capacity you can use him.  I personally look forward to the next time I can work with him. Please 
contact me for any further information needed.

Rodney Dobbs  

Co-Founder Pocket Sandwich Theatre, Artistic Director and Resident Set Designer (Retired 2021) 

Free Lance Set Design, Dallas Area.  Over 300 productions—11 last year.
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To Whom it May Concern:

I have worked with Richard S. Blake for the past two decades.  He has acted in numerous productions at 
my theatre company both under my direction and other directors.  We also have worked together as 
actors, and have worked under him as an actor in a musical he directed. I have also seen his work as a 
director ad as an actor in other area stages around the country and in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 

Mr. Blake is truly a consummate professional.  He has a strong work ethic.  Punctual, prepared, and 
positive at all times.  He has extensive knowledge in acting and directing. We have collaborated at least 
two dozen times, and even when I have not been working with him directly he is a theatre artist I 
frequently consult with for advice and as a sounding board.

While working with me I considered Mr. Blake an invaluable team member at MBS Productions.  The 
casts enjoyed working with him and the directors highly respected him.  As a Producer I trusted him, 
and had he not left the area I would definitely continue working with him.

If you have any further questions you may contact me at .

Sincerely yours,

Mark-Brian Sonna
Artistic Director
MBS Productions




